Introduced by Council Member Daniels:
RESOLUTION 2013-82
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING DR. WALLACE J. SIBLEY ON THE OCCASION OF HIS BEING ELECTED AS THIRD GENERAL OVERSEER OF THE CHURCH OF GOD; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
in July 2012, Dr. Wallace J. Sibley was elected to the position of Third General Overseer of the Church of God; Dr. Sibley and the Church hierarchy are leaders of  a world-wide denomination of 7,000,000 members; and

WHEREAS,
headquartered in Cleveland, Tennessee, and a native of St. Marys, Georgia, Dr. Sibley has significant roots in Jacksonville and, to this day, maintains a residence here; and
WHEREAS,
after graduating from Ralph Bunche High School in Camden, Georgia, Dr. Sibley  spent four years in the United States Air Force and upon returning to civilian life, worked in a paper plant; during the course of his work at the plant, Dr. Sibley felt a call to the ministry; and

WHEREAS,
to augment his spiritual calling, Dr. Sibley furthered his education by earning a Bachelor of Science degree at Edward Waters College, a Master’s degree at Florida A&M University and a Doctorate in Theology at Jacksonville Theological Seminary; and
WHEREAS,
Dr. Sibley’s first pastoral appointment was at the East Cumming Street Church of God in Valdosta, Georgia in 1964; in that same year, Dr. Sibley was joined in holy matrimony with the former Dorothy Herring and they are the proud parents of four children; and

WHEREAS,
in subsequent years, Dr. Sibley would become pastor or Bishop at numerous other houses of worship in St. Marys, Georgia, Daytona Beach and Jacksonville, Florida; in Jacksonville, Dr. Sibley built and was pastor of the Sanctuary of Praise from 1987 to 1996; and
WHEREAS,
Dr. Sibley has held numerous administrative and leadership positions including State Overseer for Southern New England and Florida; Regional Director of Evangelism for Southeast Black Churches; Chairman of the General Board of Black Ministries; Director of Cross-Cultural Ministries; Chairman of Haitian Ministries; Assistant and General Director of Evangelism and Home Missions; and finally elected to the Council of Eighteen, the Executive Committee/Third Assistant General Overseer; and
WHEREAS,
Dr. Wallace J. Sibley has amassed numerous achievements in his life’s dedicated work in spreading the Word, organizing and leading the flock as a leader in the 7,000,000-plus world-wide followers of the Church of God and it is appropriate that we commend this outstanding spiritual leader for his many noteworthy, historic achievements; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor and commend Dr. Wallace J. Sibley on the occasion of his having achieved the position of Third General Overseer of the Church of God and extends our best wishes for continued successful accomplishments in the years ahead.





Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:
  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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